Dear Richard, 2/16/9I 

All the i^UEKIN records in the PDI list with your note of the 11th were part of 
what kicking and screaming the K3I disgorged over the earlier three or four years of more 
than the decade my C.4. 75-1996 was in court, at least ^ice and probably more to the 
appeals court, where a copyriidit precedent 'wpcs'was set by Lesar and me, I expect the 
student, whose name, address and SS number are in an envelope I asked her to mail wlien 
she left a short wliile ago, to be back tomorrow afternoon and I'll have her give you the 
FBI's file numbers on those files but work her way through themany other related files 
varying siaes and add them, I havi2 them all in one place so it will not be too time- 


consuming. 

fieminder to me, relevance of copyright case, I' ime-ldf e ^ * 

lEhe most important of the related files I recall are on the saltation strike 

sJ 

in support of which King was there and on an unorgalStLaed group of young and immature 
blacks who were much lea<S radical than they pretened, v/ho \/ere kind of lost, and who 
took the abcminal name after a TV show I'd mjver heard of. The Invaders, 

% friend Jerry iicKnight is getting related files on the Poor Peoples Campaign, 
to the FBI, POCAli, He is writing a book on it, liver wrote a book before, college places 
most of his art^les and i^liink it will be a good book. He has quite a few pages but I 
do not know the number, phoned, him. Thinks about 10,000, 

87 on the list, Stanley Levison, are /^ing-related. They were released to Bavid 
Garrow. He'd been foreclosed on the •'^g wiVetaps by the schmatte pretending to be a judge, 
Lewis, iix DC, and I showed Dave how he could u^e fhe b(?ck door. One of the IlIRKiN records 

f 

not stricl^y speaking Murlcin b«€ause it had a different purpose but actually MlUtKIli be- 
cause it included all the liUHKDi records held by all field offices that it took close to 
dix months of extra litigating for me to get in 1996. idiblicity about the jf^ng assassina- 
tion, appropriately enou^ for the FBI, all bullshit, got a lot of attention so the DJ 
ha4 to investigate itself in investigating its FBI. The it job was given to the compon- 
ent with the Orwellian tijrle,its Office of Professional (^e sponsibility. Actually, DJ(s 
in-house^^irfktewashing sei’Vice. So, the FBI told all the offices to give it the lists and 
extent of all their holdings of# King, SCLC,/{^ng's closest friends, etc. How you know 
what helped Dave get his -/lilitzer by getting those files. Not that he mentioned it in 
his book. Or even on a copy, as he did with luis earlier IQLng book, 

¥liat is hidden in the total FBIHCi 21,774, I tliink included in the total, is something 


the FBI did not want known and was not known, that it used to (they discontdnued it with me 
5x5 f/LK 

summarisse on duplicate cards every Ht^ record. Called (Abstracts. I have about 6,0(X)4 + on 
H(4 Murkin alone. One set in chron order, the othei? by sof^ial number. 

The OPR. MBKKI11 records fill several file cabinets. When I was not well *#im Lesar 
filed for them in his own name, ^^e has all that were disclosed, I have many not all. 


) 
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I t^ink it is not likely that you'l get an accurate notion of all the crap and 

} 

j^unk in fflJRKHJ from the ]?ialcoia X files because they vjere generated for differing pur- 
poses* When the 1131 is in a case like HURiiHJ oiT the JKK assassination it devotes most of 

/ 

it energy and paper to buildinfl statistics and it uses those impressive statistics to 

dg^ 

c4&±m, in the cliche David may have seen, that it "left no stone unturned," 0nl2/ the 
biggest ones it stayed away from, I believe this will bo true of the tlalcolm X files only 
whshen they went seriously for nonsense, I tiiink the rest will represent what they wanted, 

X have in mind ^sing the signififcant HUliKIlI records as the last part of the book. 
There they will have context and by the time the reader gets to them the reader will be 
better able to understand them and their real meaning, 

Afj I told you, X have in mind the making of a record for history from which can 
come the boog. This is why I decided on the Pdrsonal Statement that probably duplicates a 
fair amount of what is in the J^rologue, I w;mt to begin by giving the reader and history 
a notion of what the real FBI is in such cases and how the the critics served 

the nation ii«» those times of great stress arui ever since. 

The personal part that I'd drafted is /i?art of doing the same thing about the courts, 
the ayetem of justice and ho’./ it works. Ov doesn't. 

There is something I think I did not go into uhen you were here and I'd rather 
. have you not talk loosely about it. §ut first the difference I see bet\.'een the JEK and 
the liing assassination cases and the FBI, Iting there is a live defendant. Not a nice 
guy and his own kind of racist^^', not at all virulent or vocal, but he was gained and he 
lives. He has used all his legal options to the Buprcsme ^ourt and lost. His has but one 
legal remedy now, new evidence, knd I alone have that, unless someone manages to steal 
some if it. They can't steal all, (Do the tv^o of you wiint to form a criminal-law partner- 
ship?) Tliis is what the new part mil lead to and do, exculpate Hay, “*hich me; ins blov; the 
assassination case itself wide open, and you can imagine what tliat means in real life and 
to a book and what can be done with a book, 

Xou've seen that wher-e we lives reflects no fear or paranoia. But this can be risky 
a nd thus I W 4 nt no unnecessary advertising. Including of any evidsnce I me;ntion. One was 
involved in the copyright case and I now have the pictures, but not the right tu use them, 
^nly one interestime and if they want too much money £have the same thing from a different 
source, a source that no longer has; it but f^eu whomjf'd have to pay its standard charge for 

A 

a newspaper or magazine using it. In and of itself it is not definitive but it is graphic. 
The window tlirou^di which liay supijosedly shot ising wasn' t open enough, and this is only part 
of that story and not the most iuportabt exculpatory evidence, Time-Life had the rights to 
those pictures rapidly and nevdr used them. I have “he Foil's reports on his quitting the 
assignment on which he was there and flying to ^'ew York^JT /LiJi 
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'^his is one of the things X had in mind, informiixg you more, when said I hoped 


you'e ire able to teturn before too long. 

My own investigation excuipated ■‘‘ay, even only the part we used at the evidentiary 
hearings, to which I return. I developed my own md solid proof that he was not even at 
the scene of the crime when it happened. Viith a remarkablg’ bit of confirmation, unin- 
tendly from the prosecutor himself ^;hen he was blabbing in self •^justification and impro- 
perly. I don't remember how much of that I havcj written. But I have now th»3 FBI's con- 
firmation of B^y investigation and it proves t^at th • crime wa:^ not commited the way it 
said but wa^ the way I figured out. Used only some in the hearing, 

I'm a bit tired so hope I am cl<;aic enough, 

w 

But for the monent, assume I'm not exaggerating, even though I'm not a layer, and 
tell me what you -bhinj<of such a booh, what it ciin mean, what it can do in every way. 

In lay own mind, and one of the reasons I want to teep a file copy of every FBI 
record I use, I tnink this can be a book on which a separate volume of appendix can be 
emSS successful. Mayie there has been one, but X don't remember any, 

Helen and to a degree Iihave been looling for the transcripts of those evidentiary 
hearings. They are included in the rudimentary card index I have but are not |here. I've 
had her checking dall the files cabinets in i/Mch they could be and where they might by 

' I 

error be, (By the way, I also have the Memphis police pictures. j If we can t find them 
•I'll hjive to get Jim -oesar to xerox his set and pay for that. Two weeks of trancripts! 

I have a letter in the mail to the young man who did Reasonable ■‘^oubt, of which I 
told you. Before he went to> Bos *ingeles ne was interested in the subject, ^e borrowed som^* 
things and I think returned them. But I've asked him if he had them and if so where he 
put them when he returned them, I'vo afaid I may have a li-ving i'urloined Better situation. 
There are so many incredibly important little things I can't remember tliem all and 
could not include thejm all in an outline, .oi FBI informer was involved in Hay's hegira at 

a crucial time, ' ^ 

I'll tep. you also how I have the prosecutor confirming what as not important in the 
other evidence exculpating Hay because 3- have it in other and solid form. But when x was 


Hay's investigator X did not trust prepared questions on the fear tliat he'd catch on and 

be other than forthright or honest, ‘‘^o we just cliatted, “at great length, and I have it 

all oniteirtape. He told me what he did the evening of the crime, where he went and why 

and when and why he returned and what he saw when he got back, the barricafl^s. Ho picture 

of them ever appeared in the papers. Then the i>k starts a pa;^lic -speaking career on the 

subject b^ore the case is to be tried, as it was, I'aa'mean even to the truckers' 

convention. 4nd all the~aiilB^s==DF=€ii^state bar's regional and its st^e meeting, an 

ultra-reactionary lawyer was- at one with a tape recorder and the DA.' s /fescrip-tion of the 

fact that there were barricades, what they were like and where they were, confirms Isay's, 

If this is worthwhile they are many tapes to be isolated and listened to. The on^by 

A 
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lawyer is sui generis but I could not take all those notes and I could not identify tiie 
contents of the Kay tapes, j- planned to listen to them before trial that never was. One 
reason is that after learned more little things might mean something, 

Ky the uay, an ex-Neu York lawyer who practises in England now, Bill •‘^epper, 4!&ame 
to see me saying he was representing -^^ay. ■‘^e was, somehow, Buttehat he did not tell me 
he told someone to whom inferred him for a record I could not find and to whom I'd sent 
a copy- he was then working on a book, i'laybe even a documentary. But from the things 


that interested him he was in left field. 

Stop and tljink for a minute what jiust one aspect of what I'm telling you means; 

I can walk Kay from the FBI's own files.In the case of th; baCk messiah. ghat, too, would 
be a good commercial title, wouldn' t/dr subtitle. 


and it was exactly what one aiiii 3 £.:and dead broke and in debt man figured out and 
investigate«j! and proved, '"Aich reminds me, - have some of the FBI's^ey witness, 
interviewed and ignored it, on tape, 

I did all of this after Frame-lp was out arxd from the public domain it showed there 


was no case against Kay, 

4s I read your letter, you have in mind a sort-^of reversal of vjhat * have in mind 
but I think it w’ould not be nearly as mejinigful or effective. 

I'll try to take a nap. and then will Vead and correct this. But while most nights 
I']ge been able to stay asleep longer, lately I can't get a real nap^ in before I'm awake 
and for the past week, for the first time I can remember except very rarely and then at time 
of great stress, S^ve had troub|S;e falling asleep. V/hat I've done for some tine to get my 
mind off what it has been on when I get to bed isn't working now, in part because tlie hearing 
in my better ear is dote; derating. 

At night I can usually get decent reception on ¥GBS, your all-news station, or one 

owned by yours I can't get, WINS, Fhalapelphia's i2f¥, Ifo matter how inconsequential the 

news it does take my mind long enou^jh for me to get to sleep in nojtime, I've been using 

a pillow speakj*er. When it went bad and I gox another I can t hear it and I can't ^t 

any other than the xiadio Shack one that used to work and the new one like it doesn' t. I 

don t even hear the phono vath my hearing aids ^out. If it is entirely my ears, that came 

on ra^pdly and noT so I'd notice it with the aids in when I'm awaica and active, 

!^o iiitroduce one more thing before I nap so you can better underetand how unusual it 

is for me to even think of a first-person hook. 

After the open-heart surgery, when ny activity was even more restricteii, I started 

reminiscing with friends, ontj of whom is the Sol in the copy of the leter mailed to you to- 
, ^ ^ 
day. ffe is a retired lawyer who lives in -^rooglyn. He became friends when we both worked 

for the Senate Givil -Iberties Committee. /4 was an investigator-lawyer and I was an iixvesti- 

gater sidtched to editor after ^ did the first ^^wyer's job, prepared the "briefs" Ha as we 

called them, the «aso in the farm of questioixs for the Seixators to ask oxx one side of a file 
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and the documentation on the other. He was later, after a career, assistant general 
counsel of the ^iDL, Another is a rabbi who was a school-ar^ college-mate and another one 
of the developers of mylon, both v<^ry close friends of my youth. Also on some that related 
to asseissinations work to two hi&tory-professorsr' friends, locally l-lcKnight and at Wis- 

Pui^ia 

consin a fellow named ¥rone. They are all off the top of the head, roughs only partially , 
corrected, and I'wt not evai kept copies. And they all wtad them interesting. Joe the 
chemist who was the youngest man oii the crew tliat developed nylon and a refugee from the 
p<^t'*Uorld Vlar I pogroms, like^ them si much he v/ants me to writ^aiBBijcKi memoirs. He even 
offered to pay the costs, including publishing. But I didn't and wouldn't. Only I did 
start keeping copies for archival value tha^ some miight have. What a stack? joid then I learn 
from Sol that he liked them so much he'd kept those of wliich ■*- had no copies, 

I tell you to let you see tkit it is not ego that make^e believe this has to be, 
really, a first-person book. There are many reasons. i‘or me some^for the book some. I do 
have other purposes, as I told you I'm putting on paper wliat I expect to be edited out 
to make and leave a record. i(^hile as a record it may never be really used, unless dt is 
recorded, it can^ be, 

Not exactly the same, but if and i/hen you read my first book, v;hen you finish try to 

reaall whether you detected much ellipsis in it, things I believed but could not honestjy 

say, for example, I had a (Queens lawyer write me one and tell me that he'< 3 t read it ±b 
e 

10 tims and got more out of it with each r'^ading, 

2 / 1 8 As hapijens hot inf requeue tly I get diverted, as you'll see, and forget. If I had 
something else in mind, it is not there now. 




